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(57) Abstract 

Printing is conducted after suitably correcting jaggy at boundaries of line drawings and characters, blur of thin lines and sole dots, 
proper to monochromatic dot data binarized by the error diffusion method. A first image quality correcting unit detects and smoothes slant 
jaggy of monochromatic dot data binarized by a method other than the error diffusion method. second image quality correcting unit 
detects and smoothes a jaggy pattern and blur, proper to the binarization of the error diffusion method. A third image quality correcting 
unit detects a sole dot in a gray region proper to the binarization of the error diffusion method, and diffuses it into the periphery. Moreover, 
pixels of the original image are not thinned out when the original image is to be reduced by thinning out the pixels before the binarization if 
the gradation change with respect to the peripheral pixels is large. 
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